APPROVED FOR RELEASE .
: . a&l‘ ‘ l

EO 12958 3.3(b) (1)>25Yrs

. - - UNCLASEFW 013 ca7/f; % P

BC No. 10753/48

TCENTRAL INTRLLIGSNCEZ AGENCY |
Dixesotorate of Intalligence . :
: 24 August 1960

-
> o«

INTELLIGENCE MENORANDUM

The Situation in Oxechoslovakia
T (ks of 1755 33008 ' .

1. 7he Soviet and Czechoslovak delegations
have agreed to continue their talks in Moscow on 3B.

‘ August, aacording wo TASS, Dubgek'’s presence as
these talks is unconfirmed, although he is reliably
zeported to be in Moscow. The only Cl.dlbllo(’lﬂ-
representative that the Sovisiks name io quidont
S8ecboda, who continues to be praised as an 'ontonn&-
ing atatesman and seldiex,” ‘

3. TYoreign Miniscex Hajek, who addressed the
Sseurity Counoil this afternoon, haJ, bur; Anstyueted
ko ask the council to

take the Caeshoslovak iasue off the agenda because
the Sooialist countries will solve their own problams

among themselves. Jajok was
also instructed by Presidant Svoboda today ¥ resurn
to Pragus. Deputy Premiex 8ik in Yugoslevia had
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$aid sarliex that Hajek would return to 3014;}I§0:

from New York.,

3. Soviet tank erews opened fire wlith lmlilu
‘azrms today in P:aun. agcoxding to Urz., While we
have no direct evidence of this {noidens, Moscow %o
day acoused "“counterrevolutianary thugs® of tr}ing to0
provoke armed olashes and blcodshed in Caechoslovaria,
TAES stated that secret arms caches have been dis-
covexed in Praque and othexr cities and tht arms vere
hidden in a camouflaged undexground radlo ctnt;én
broadcasting hostile information, The broadaast
olaired that provocateuxs have moio than once op;nnd
#iye on troops of the allied armiea.

4, There axe signs that the Soviets are taking
measuzres to conceal from eho_Ctdahoclavik popuiaco
much of their militarxy proninco‘in the eountzy; Waxsav
radio this morning reported that Warsow Pact units
wers continuing their withdrawal from tities in _
Csechoslovakia leaving only small forces to guard
communications and othex strategic points. sno:oa
Army attsche stationed iy Prague states that Joviat
troops ave plasing thefir major tank and vthiglc packs
in wooded arxeas away from obuxvntibm. During a kxip

steper[ |
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&8 tis West German border yesterday he also observed
that most of the towns and villages wexe clear of
t'o;d blocks and heavy armor,

) lovht onoampmnu and movements axe heing
olosely watohod py the Czechs. l

| 2 doing this it vas
ssated that nothing should bs done to provoke the
IO\l”iOu. I l

6. The UR Embassy in Rrague reporting at 1200

. BDT today, stated that stores are opsning that ekat—
factories weire open although workere ware not in

_ ghem, The Enbassy reported that food is still
availaple and thexre {s no evidance of hoarding.
Noting that the oocupation L{s bizarre, the Embasay
obnmd ﬂ\ae tho Soviets appear perplexed and that
sho oalm dntond.md attitude 9f the population and
the avotdmm o¢ anu-sovtoe axcesses places the

' dlwhoolovdt reformists fn a Stronger politiocal

b \teail——l
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position than could have been sxpectsd., The Enbassy
aleo noud Vthht thae oredit for the c¢ohesion of the
Osachoslovak must be attributed to the individuale
maaning the numerous independent radio stations, &t
TIeast nine ‘of which were heard on 23 August.

T !‘ho Ceechoslovak National Assembly, apparently
ia oonttnuo\u uuion, this morning reaffirmed its
loyalty to the government of Premier Cornik and stated
it will psxservere in {ts woék until the legal repre-

.un;auhw-m:bpok, Cernik and 8nrkoveky--geturn. The

Assenbly also appealed for an end to strikes and took
note of _eho. dismigsal of the .hurdl.ino deputy minister
of the interxior Salgoveo %o has been collaborating
with the Boviets, A few minutes later Radioc Csecho-
alovakia btoad;cuh an oxder issuad by Interior Minister

" Pavel who @nﬂmd Salgovio's custer and stated that

several other mombers of the ministxry had been re-

‘ uo_vod.

C 8 '!hou is no sdditional information eonoomi.nq
chc nltu-ei.on in lmmmu since our last sitrep issued
at 1200 hours BOT eoday. There is no evidencs that
Rumpanian Party Hz‘ut 9"02;'&!? Coaucesou flew to Pula,

_ 'tuqoshvt.af 'tpilay as expsoted, Unoonﬂ.zmid vestern —-
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press reports claim, however, Cesucescu and Tito met

todsy at the fuqoolov border town of Vrsac,

10. The US Hrbassy in Warsaw reported that khe
‘popular reaction in Pgand is one of {noreasing conoern
and boﬁilﬂhmx’xt at the fact the Soviets have not
tarminated things. Cosmenting on tha differsnce between

western and bloc varsions of the Sovist interveantion,

il. West Dexlin Mayor Schust: told the three
allied commandants on 23 August he had the impression

Wﬁ
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Shat a "strong fesling of inspcurity provails in the
ofty.” Xn Xast Berlin, he sald, the population was

depressed but showing considerable synpathy for the
Cu&:mloyuki,' for oxsnple, By ocontacting the Czacho-
slevak -ubiuoy and cultural centor there 1l& order to
Q'apm; their views. Sohuats presuned that the people
of Bast Ounny ‘were lintening to West German and West
Serlin nd,io stations and reacting very much like wWest
Rexliners _and‘wlut Gormans. The mayor is of the opinion
that additional zast Gorman - USSR moves agalust West
Beziin un;n o8t unukoly.. {n any case until Hos oow

has sottled the situation in Csachoslovakia,

' 22, Coatrary to Western expectations, surprisingly
fev Czechoslaovaxe have :.;;u"..m political asydbum
adbroad. t"ho Mrlam Consul in Munioch seported that
a3 of 1200 hours (local tima) on 24 August only seven
.Ceachoslovak refugees had roquested assistance., %he
Amsrican aiseion in Geneva reported that only 100
Czecheslovaks bad requasted asylun thexe as of 23
Auguot, In contrast o the nassive exodus of tho
\ xunqu!.m following the Soviet juvasion 0f thelir goun~
el'x in 1956, ¢zecghoslovaks abroad ars apparently setura-
tng o c:oeho_gl_ov;ku in great nunbers to support thuiy
_ooimgry'l nali?&m against ocaupation forces.
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